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at once adds: "But it often happens that those who are called the old
masters in distinction from their sons are the very ones to set the
example for their families, by their conduct with their own female
slaves. . . ."324 It was, rather, these masters who were the sexually
superexcited ones, and not the women from the slave huts. Yet not
even they were wholly to blame; it was the economic system of mono-
culture and slave labor in secret alliance with the climate that created
an atmosphere of sexual intoxication. But the economic system and its
social effects were preponderant over climate.

"Les jeunes Bresiliens" wrote Alp. Rendu, "sont souvent pervertis
presque au sortir de fenfance" This impressed him as being due in
good part to the climate: "la chaleur du climat hate le moment de la
puberte"; but the principal causes were social and were bound up
with the system of economic production: "les desirs excites par une
education vicieuse et le melange- des sexes souvent provoques par les
negresses."325 No one denies that the Negro and the mulatto woman
contributed to the precocious depravity of the white lad of the slave-
owning class; but she in herself is not to blame, nor is this an expres-
sion of her race or of her mixed blood; it is. part of a system of
economy and family life: the Brazilian patriarchal system.

Speaking of the plantation youths of his time, Father Lopes Gama
says: "They no sooner attain virility than they give free rein to the
most swinish appetites; they are the stallions of those parts. . . ."326
And when these young stallions were not functioning as such, their
occupation was swapping horses and oxen and playing high-point and
trumps down at the sugar-refining shed. But this-let me stress the
fact once more-was after an infancy that had been marked by at-
tacks of constipation, clysters, tapeworms, convalescences; by femi-
nine blandishments and "crushes" on the mucamas and by maternal
coddling; by caresses, craftiness, "cafunes" given by the hand of the
mulatto looking for lice; milk taken at the breast of a Negro nurse
who was frequently too old for the purpose; pancakes or manihot
paste with meat (pirao com carne} eaten out of the "black mammy's"
fat hand; sores scratched by the mulatto girl, fleas picked by the
Negro nurse, naps in the housemaid's lap.

There were cases in which the caresses were prolonged through a
second infancy, with mothers and mucamas rearing the young lads to
be effeminates, more or less. Soft and languid, with no desire to ride
horseback or play the rowdy with the young Negroes of the
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